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3rom the [ditor's 0hair 
STARI'ING A NEW LIFE. Perlll\ps some of you woul d wonder what v1"s 
the ra nson f or ch.mge of addre ss announced l nst month. I hadn't 
th o ch nnco t o exp l llin then, but the f l\Ct is thnt by the time thi s 
a.ppep.r s i n prin t, I sha ll be drawing ":re tirement pe nsion " £'.s I pr ef e r 
to ca ll it. Tho news came r n.th e r as ~ su rpri se to me, but when 
I w.1.s t o ld some months ago t h.:l.t I should be expec ted t o ca rry on, 
it s eems th e powers th at be thought I should be 60 next birt hda y, 
no t 65 . Thnt • s whnt thie hobby does fo r you I 

\·!e ll , aft e r 40 ya :i,:s gc ing to and fr o to the s e.me sort of job , 
I suppose it will seq:n strange nt fi rs t, but I sha ll ge t use d to it. 
At M Y r at e I shall bo e.blo to c onc ontrato on what i s ne r.rcst t o my 
heart, ti.nd may be t. •.ko more care ove r whnt I write. And th e big -
ger my mnil unch morn ing , th e bett er I shall like it . But I am 
sure you won ' t mind mo menti oning this f ret iremen t wi ll m.3.k:e a 
diffe renc e to me financially, ev en though I h:,.ve nev e r bee n c a ll e d 
upon for more tlmn a few shi l lir.gs a week in inc ome tr..x. Thore 
bnve been occ cs ions in the past when I hnv e bnd to put my hand in 
my pock e t wher e th e old mo.g. is conc e rned; but I shan •t: be e.ble 
t o do it now. So t hi s i s just o.n appeal t o a small minority who 
have been eomewhat lax in - the past -i n renewin g t heir- su-bs;- -- If 
th ey 1'1111 ctct more promp tl y viell I may find be in g "r etired " hr.a it s 
poin ts nnd I ehr. 11 be abl e to continue t o serve you with a l igh t 
he"rt . lli nd you i t is onl y a smnll min ori t y th nt this appli es to , 
neverth e l ess sufficient l y l a r ge t o have mnde t hings difficu lt at 
times, if oth ers hnd not in contr e..st done more t ho.n the i r share 

* * * * * 
,\ND NO'il I,m/, AIINUAL: Once ngcl n th e now familiar fome l\re coming 
to you , nnd f r om now on we sb a.11 be do\i?l t o i t in r ea l earnest. 

Now, you will eeo that you a re gcing to be naked to pny n 
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little moro this ye1<r; l et me oxplnin why , for I lik e to put all 
the cnrds on th o t nb l a . 

Le.st yce.r our pr ese nt publishers, without going into details, 
c,gree d to do th e job for the sr.me price !\S the previous one. Thie 
WBS o. shot in th o darlc , nnd whon they took stock o.ftorw ards , they 
found it hnd cost fa r moro than onticipated. llhen you can compare 
th o two pl aces in ,:bi ch the iumunls ht:.ve been produced (some of you 
c•.n ), one can fully appreciate th e difference in overheads, the 
more mode rn and expensive equipment, etc . This wns plR.inly evi d-
ent for evoryone to see for l ast year ' s edition ,,as ft.r su perior 
in appe aronce to nll th nt ho.d gone bef or<>, as was unanimously agreed. 

I b~ve been shown the production costs nnd I cl".n nes ure you 
thnt th o incr o~se of a shilling is e.bsolutely justified . A pub-
lication the sizo of th e t.nnua.l is a very e:rponsive matter when th o 
circulation is only in the hundreds, Tho only cltemnti ve is a 
r oduction i n size. I am convinced no one wnnte the.t , and , in fact , 
judging by th e programme e.lready plann od, iopo ss ible, 

Now, in vi ew of ;vbP.t I bnvo said about my c bl't.ngod ci rcumstnncee 
I Ml sure you will all do whr.t you can to make my l ot as eru,y as 
poss ibl e in th e coming months. You c r.n do this by send ing in 
your ordere promptly so the.t I con seo c,y wny clen r. It is not 
essentilll to pay At the sNDe time, nll I want is for you to do eo 
befo r e publishing dny, for there must be no'bRd de bt o • this time , 
Those t o '.7hom it i s moro convenient, pcyt::1ent by inst nlments cnn be 
acde . 

As to th e pr og rM'llle , most of the old !P.vourites will be with 
us e.ge.in , incl uding J, Br eez e Bentley, Eric Fr.yne , Roger Jenkins , 
J ack l7ood e.nd of course th~ Sexton Blake Circ l e , 

.il.nd the other day I received sn ~rt ic le frol!I Geoff . Hockley of 
lle\7 Zenland, It' e co.lled "The Ce.see of Peter Flint , Detective 
Extrnordinery". Few of you will hr.ve rel\d t hooe stories of 50 years 
ngo , but the nrticle is v.Tittcn wit h such delicious , chirpy humour 
that I vow you wi ll nll vot e it n real ,·:in."ler. It reached oe on a 
dny o f ,1orry nt my office. It cheered me up no end . 

!low you ' 11 get t hoso foms fill ed i n, won't you? 

* * * ii • 

"YOU CAN' T TI.KE Tl!Ehl fiITH YOU!" Ja.ck l.lurtBgh ' s n rticle und er 
thi s hel\ding l"ot mont h hns causod a lot of interest end in " l e tt er 
J;;ric Humphreys anys 1-----------·--- ------ - - -
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111 think n good idea would be t o o.r r ruige for the 
o .B. B. C. t o get th em should nnything hnppon, fo r 
they would be i n good bends . " 

This i s an excellent ide a . Handled carefully by the appro -
printe Clu~ it could hnve be en of gre n t ben ef i t to tho nex t of 
kin nnd to genuine collect ors gener a lly . It is a rn"!tt er wor thy 
of serious thought. During the life of th e C.D. it hns oft en 
been my melancholy duty to record th e dea th of ~ member of the 
clon . Not o.lways bns it been an eld er one; soocti.:nes it has 
come with tr a gic suddenness to one i n t he prime of l ife . There 
wns poor Jo e Baggu loy for inst:mce who shortly after hie r.rrivo.l 
in Austr .1l i n wro te me oh so che e rfully one day telling me of his 
pln.ns f or th e future. Befor e th~t d:,.y wt\s out, be was de P.d .. 

It's not a very cheerful subject I know, but like mnking one 1 e 
wil l, it is one th .tt should not be negl ect ed . You have a duty to 
tho se you lenve beh i nd. 

* ... * * * 
DL/J<L'i...~A IlJ DlJ!GER ! ! Hi ! you Blclc.e fnns , see wbr:.t J os ie Peckman 
says about scarci ty of copy, with th e pos sib ility of Blnkinna dis
appea ring ns n. r osul t . Sure ly you' 11 never l e r that hnppen. 
Fan cy cel ebr at i ng ou::- iOOtb. number with Bl a..1<e out in the cold . 
Surely th ere ' s cncu ~!i mnte ri a l i n the 60 years of t he Baker St reet 
sl euth to keep us g~ing until our No. 200. So please get busy 
and make J osie joyful throu gh plenty of copy fo r many months to 
como. 

Yours sinc erely, 
H;;RllERT LE.CKENBY. 

STOP PRESS: Deeply regret t o report the de ath on June 11th of 
Pea.rd Sut herland of Vancouver. 

orm:R FIELDS. If for a change you would like t o read again about 
cricket or football matches you at te nded years ago and the ' giants ' 
who played them ; or if you have a wish to recall stars of the 
th eatr e and music hall, political bat tles and not ewort hy events of 
t ho past thi rty ye a rs or more Charles Vennimor e, 25 Byron ,\vonue 
West Hounslow , 1ildd l esex can hel p you . For he sti ll has for sa le 
quantities of papers like "Answers 11

; "Stage"; 11Performer"; "All 
Spor ts" ; ''Tit Bits 11

; 
11Jobn Bul ls " , etc ., at very reasonable prices. 

\IA..'Jf!IED: Nelson Lees First end Second New Series . Some copies avail 
:ible f or exch ange , N. PMGNELL, 33 Il!Wl srREEl', LIVERPOOL, 7 . 
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BLAKIANA 
Conduc t ed by J OSEPHINE P.I.CK!.!AN 

27 1.rchdale Road , East Dul ,:i ch, London , s . E. 22 

How quickly th e mont hs slip by. !lo soo ner ha ve I sent one 
month ' s Blakiana to Ur . Leckenb y I find myself pr epar i ng anot her. 

In this issu e we have another very fin e a rticl e by \ialter 
Webb on PEDRO. Dear Old Pedro has been neglected far too l ong, 
and I am sure you wi 11 a ll agree wi t h me that Vial t a r has admirably 
remedied a long overdue omi ssion. 

This artic le was of course writ ten befo r e l as t month' s S . B. 
Librari es were pub lished . It is t he r efo r e so mewha t st rang e th a t 
seemi ngl y in direct con t radiction to Wal to r ' s statement that UBl ake 
authors of today have no i nten tio n of giving furth e r recognition to 
what t hey obvio usly r ego:rd e.s a spent fo rce 11

, we find Hugh Cl evely 
in s. B. L. llo . 313 ''The Hei r of Tm·1er House " bringin g Pedro int o the 
stor y - albeit briefly . Maybe th ere is somet hi ng in l!ental Tole -
~~! -

1.nd now nbout the Bl ake Cir c l e Quiz. Will ev eryone pl eas e 
note , th at in or der to give as many of our oversea s reade r s a.s 
pos s ibl e t he opportunity of takin g part, the clos i ng date has b e en 
extended to ,il August and .!!£!. 31 July as sta t ed last month . I 
want you .ill. to have a go . Some of t he questions are easy and 
some are not, but everyone can, I k.nov,1 answer so me of t hem. There 
ar e no ' strings' to this c ompeti tio n , so get cra ck i ng, and be sure 
yo u send your so luti on t o !.!. at t he above addr es s . The result, in 
detail, to gethe r with th e full solut i on , wi ll b e publi shed in Se p
tem ber ' s Blakiana. 

Fian lly 1 t1i th regard t o Bl ak i ana itself . My requests fo r 
artic l es have met wi th little re sponse . I would th ere f ore remind 
you, that if no materia l is forthcom ing, n eit he r 1vi ll lllakian a ! 11 

J OSIE P .I.CIQ.W!. 

4 * * * * 
THE Ell1l OF THE TRAIL 

J.. Tribu t e to Pedro . 
By "lnl';~ ~!ebb 

'Ev ery Dog lie.a His Day ' is a good ol d sa y~~§~d in the case 
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of Pedro, famous bloodh ound and canin e a lly of tho eq ua lly famo us 
Sexto n Jllake , th e de sc r iption is particularly apt, fo r , ,it hout 
doubt , the nobl e fel l ow has had hi s dn.y. Many n tr~l b::is Pedro 
follo wed in the past, in al l parts of th e world, in t he compo.ny of 
t he two masters he has served so f ci. thfully and un fa ili ng ly. Now 
he has re ached the end of the longe st tr a il of a ll - hi s own. 

Wheth er or not this generation of Bl ake !'eader s war.t Ped ro 
feo.tured in the pr esent day explo its of th e Baker St r eet pai r i s 
doubtful; wha t is abundantly c lea r i s t hat t he Bl ake au t ho rs of 
to day have no int ention of g ivin g furth er recognitio n t o what t h ey 
obvio usly r ega rd as a spent forc e . If this is the li ght in which 
they look on t hin gs , it might be po inte d ou t t o that that far from 
bei ng out-of - date , t he bloodh ou nd i s s till of in es timabl e val ue to 
t he police in the trackin g of criminal s , n.nd will continue to b e 
us ed with tellin g effect whi l e crime exists . 

It was W. tiurray Gr aydon who brou ght Ped ro into the world ; 
the same author who a lit tle ea rlier, just after Tinker's a rrival, 
had establish ed Sext on Blake at llaker Street and th en intr oduced 
lir s . Bardell o.s housekeeper . 

It wa s in the ca 3e kno\·,n as ''The Dog Detective " (U. J ack Ho. 
100, pub li shed 9 Sep t embe r, 1905), that we hea rd of Pedro f or the 
fi rst time, and he ·,,as 1.csc rib ed thon as bein g ' liver-colour ed 
mot tl ed , wit h s pot s of rusty yello\1 , of enorm ous size, massive
limbed and pendu l ous - jowled ' . Pedro ' s original owne r was a man 
named Rafael Cald e ron, wbo, on goif18 abroad and not wish i ng to take 
the blo od hound with him, made Bln.."::e a pre sent of the sag acious fel 
low , i n app r ecia tion of the services the criminologist rendered him 
durin g the c ase just mentioned. 

From th at da y Pedro became as much a par t of the stori es as 
Serton ~lake and Tinker themselv es, a nd not a week was allowed to 
slip by but that the bloodhound waa featured , be it only in I\ Aml\ll 
mxy . Even vrben Blake I e inv es tig ations nec es s it at ed him goin g 
a.broad there W"as no thought in his mind of l ea ving Pedro at home; 
Podro went 'llld t hus must have become the most 1'1idely - travelled dog 
in th e hist r oy of the can i ne world! 

Pedro proved bis f ea rl eas n G:ss and courage on many occasions , 
a nd the r e was nothing born of f ou r l egs who could make him qua i l . 
In AfTica , be met unflinchingly the a.ttA.ck of a leopard in an en
coun t er which wa.s ended :ibrupt ly when , lock ed in close ernbrnce, 
they toppled off n tree trunk into a surgin g river - perb e.ps 
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fortun i,.tely for t he hound, tben there was Mothe r occasion when, 
with Sexton .Blake help l ess on t he ground, Pedro stood across his 
master and bayed defiance a.t a. lion \-:hich was about to spring . The 
bl oodhound kept the King of the Jungle sufficiently l ong at bay for 
Tin.1<:er to take aici with his rifle and shoot him de ad , 

Pedro's l ove fo r children is v:el l - knovm, and i n a case pub 
lished i n 1908 he we.s instru mental in s1<ving the li fe of a little 
gi r l, when a panth or ••hich bed escaped from n menagerie t hre at ened 
her lif e . V.'hat followed was e. fight t o t he del\th between the 
bloodhound e.nd his formidable adversary, but Pedro fo rtun ately 
ma naged to obtnin an e1lrly grip wi t h his strong teeth on the pl\?lthers 
t hroRt Md th nt spel t 1 finis 1 for him. 

A l a ter Adventure described how , when l ost in the forests of 
Br a z il, Tin.1<:er was sta lked by e. Jagu a r , \7hose intention s were so 
obvious that Blake ' s youthful ass i s tant gave himself up for lost . 
But Ped ro was a.t hand, rutd inste f!d of b ecoming a. vict im of the 
J a gu a.r ' s vi ci ous te eth, it we s the jungle benst who became the ob-
ject of Pedro • s . This incident ·;;as describ ed mor e fu ll y in the 
sto ry entitled "Sorlon Blake - Avi a t or " (u,Ja ok No. 317 publi she d 
6 November , 1909 ), E".nd vro.s one of those extreme l y rero narr c.t ivee 
of Sexton Bl ake ,rritten by that gre.nd old -tim e r, D. B. Pe.rry, 

There n..fter, the exhil a r ation of the ch ase of t en proved t oo 
much for Pedro , and be ck ho:ne in his ne.ti ve London the ur ge t o dns b 
after stray ca ts n.nd smn.11 dogs sor.ie ti mes proved t oo strong fo r him . 
On tho se occR.sions his dep l'l.rtur e from dignity woul d oft incur a 
l',TC'.t hful rebuke from t be older muster, though t o be nullified ao me 
wb~t by e. sympatheti c and un de rstanding gri n of qui e t enjoyment fran 
the younger . 

Pedro ",'lould have you know, howeve r, th r~.t the se and similar in 
cidents only occu r e d durin g his younger and impressio nable days ; 
t'1i. th th e passing of th e ye ,!l'.rs came n gra nter se nse of hi s r esponsi 
bil i ties, o. gr l'\.ver, mor e sobe r out l ook on lif e , so that he came to 
l ook upon th e vri.rious types v:hich m.a.de up the felin e r:orld, and th e 
many pedigrees of his O\'.n four-footed cl P.n, with l ofty disdain, 
promp t od not by ,'Uly feelill8'B of snobbishn es s or ex!lgge rnted id ea s 
of his oYm ir.iportnnce , but sir.ip l y beer.use hi s bel ov ed old er r:i.aster 
expe ct ed hi o so to do . 

In his heyday Pedro played t he l &flding role i n l\ numbe r of the 
enrly cas es of Sexton Blnke , nnd one outstanding e.xar.1pl e ·.vc.s the 
oc c ~.sion when \!hol esa l e smuggling u ns tokin g pl a ce on t he French 
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Md Belgic.n frontiers. Tho int ervention of the famous blo odhound 
resulted in the rounding-up of th e smugglers, and Sexton Blr.k e 
honou r ed hi s noble ally by brief i ng the affair i n his c ase -b ook as 
"Pedro's Trai l " . Beverley Kent used both ti t l& and in gr ed i ents fo r 
his detai l ed acc ount of th e ca.se wbicb'les published in the ' Uni on 
Jack ' dated 14 March, 1908. 

Fr om th e time of hi e f i rst appearance t o th e outbreak of the 
first worl d wa r Pedro was well t o the f ore ; th en fro1:1 1914 bis 
st ar began to wane , and bis appe a rances began to ge t f nver and 
fa r er betwe en, until, by th e twenties, he was maki ~g only occasio nal 
opp ea rnnce s in the s t ories . Onl y W. 1!urr ay Graydon nnd Alla n Blo.i r 
in th e I Serl on Bl ake Lib r a ry' fe a tured Ped r o with o.ny degree of 
consiste ncy , f or amongs t th e newer and you ::.go r v,r iters the blo od
hou nd seemed r igh t out of f o.vour, nnd i n so me in stances certain 
authors nev er once r eferred t o hi :n o.t all . 

Gwyn Evans put Pedro ri eh t be.ck in t he lim e light when he des 
cribed in 'Union J ncks ' Nos . 1, 179 and 1 , 180, how Sexton Blake 
smash ed the sche mes of a gang of dope trnffic ke rs . Most of the 
a ction in t hi s case occured in the Chv.nnel I s l ands , a nd no d oub t 
when he jumped .'.1.shore at St. Pe t er Port , th e co.pi t al of Gue r nse y, 
Pedro had no inkli ng t hnt thi s wn.s to b e th e scene of hi s grea test 
case. A poi nt of p'l.rticulcr int e rest nbo ut Guernsey is th e fact 
that Victo r Hugo wa s an ex il e t here when he wrote •Toilers of the 
Sea '. 

Bloke tr P.cked down the leader of the d rug trafficke r s t o th e 
isl and of Hat hou, a small dre a ry spo t beyo:i d Henn, but both he and 
Tink er were me.de prisoners by t he gang , and it w:\s left to Pedro 
t o f oil th e s chemes of the e vil-d oe r s . 

\iorking on beb111f of his Government , Bl ake r:as i n possession 
of a s ocret which if di vul ged would smash the cben co ll eries of 
Europe and menace the world with ano t her l"r&r, but by the in jc,c tion 
of c. truth-compellin g drug, the gang leader , unmasked by the dete c
tive as an eminent M.P. , le a rned th e se cr e t • 

.Blake and Tink er wer e imprisoned in an old monk 1 s house from 
which escape we.s impossib l e, but when his mast er sen t o. pi e rcing 
t7his tl e out ac ro ss the lone l y desol a te wastes to h im, Pedro was 
not found ·,:nntin g . Alt houg h the pris on was guarded by " wolf 
dog named Snta n, t hi s did not deter the bloodho u nd , e.nd af t er a 
bitter b:,t tl e in whi ch Satnn was killed, Pedro submitted to having 
a hn.nd.kerchief con t ai nin g a v,ritten message for help tied r ound 
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hi s neck by his master thr ou gh th e ba rs of hie cell . When he 
we.s t old to go home to Bnk.er Street the old fellow vms l eft won
derin g how on e a rth his mas ter expected him t o get ac ros s the 
lon g stre tch of w,:i.ter betw een him and home. When he saw t he 
steam-y a cht be l ongi ng t o th e l eade r of th e gnng ly i ng a t ~.ncho r, 
Pedr o got e. bri l li ~ t ide a and stowed h imself away on the vesse l. 
He was subseq uen tly disco v ered by the sbip 1 s cook, a Chinaman , 
knock ed out , o:.u zz l ed , and so l d to an Egyp tia n restaurant owner. 
When the place was raide d by po li ce l ed by I ns pecto r Coutts , Pedro 
was di s cove red , end ac ti ng on t he inf ormat i on co ntain ed in the 
mess age round Ped ro 1 s neck ano ther rai d was made on the i s l a nd of 
Hath ou , in which t he gang leade r was k i lled . It was a triumphant 
endin g to a difficu l t c ~se, in which Ped r o t ook chief honou r s . 

If there was one ti me of t he year whic h Ped r o en joy ed more 
t han any othe r , i t was Chri s tmas , f or it was on those occasion s 
t ha t he met moet of hi s bUl!lan fri ends, und e r his own r oof . Be-
n eo.t h t he ho ll y and mistle to e an d the ga il y-<:olou r ed bu nt i ng which 
ado rne d his mas t e r ' s si ttin g- ro om in t he modes t - fronted hou se in 
Bake r St r ee t, Pedro was wont to sprawl a t hi s eas e i n f ron t of a. 
c r acking l og fi r e e.nd enjoy the mn.ny ca r esses and hugs which were 
affectionate l y bestowed upon him by h i s master ' s nume rous fri ends , 
men e.nd women who se friendship he wo.s pr oud to sha re. 

There woul d b e Llr. Spea r i ng of t he Yard, stocky , fi e ry , 
sh ort - tempered, but a faithful old all y; Sir Richard Lose ly, an 
old sch ool - f ello w of his master ' s , and a much - trav e ll ed man; 
Lobangu , chief of the Et baia; the Hon. J ohn Lawl ess , globe -trot ter 
and man of in de penden t means ; Dirk Dolland, suave , da ppe r , and 
one - time c r a ck sman; Gra.ni te Grant , sec r e t se rvice age nt, sparo of 
sp e ech bu t exp l os i ve of :icti on ; Splash Page , ne,,spaper r epo rt er 
and a human bloodho un d i n hi s quest for hot news ; Ruff Hanso n, a 
tough American s l euth, whose hab i tual use of t wo trusty firearm s , 
nicknamed \'li ll y and Wall y , did not altogethe r mee t wit h Pedro •o 
a pp r ova l, fo r th e o ld fel low had mor e t han onc e been on the r e 
cei vi ng end of t he leaden obje ct s they ejecte d wi th such damaging 
and of t en fata l eff ect s . Then th ere was 1.ia ldo th e ':.'ond e r - M:an, 
wh o was somet hing of o. puzzle t o Pedro , be ca us e sometimes his 
mas t er would in st ru ct him to tr ack th e f6 ll ow down, whil s t at 
oth e r s the pair would be quit e fri endly disposed t o e•c h other . 
I t was all r c.ther p.izz l ing to a bl oodhound. whose on ly des ire was 
to do his l evel bes t fo r the mas t e r who pl aced so much f ait h in 
hi m; but then , th e r e was much about t he human rac e that the 
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canine in t e l ligence could ne·, er understand , so Pedro never allowed 
bis mi nd t o dwell t oo deeply on such matters , and invariably dis 
missed t hem wi t h an expressive whisk of t he tail . The !ion. Fustaco 
Caven d is h was anothe r wel l - reme mber ed visitor who made an occ a i.ri.onal 
Yule t ide call, and desp it e t he vacuous expression on his somewhat 
f oolish fea t ures and t he dandif i ed air , Pedro was tuffic i.('r.t l y an 
obse rv er of Human na t ure to kn ow tha t this was only a cloak con 
cealing a very keen inte l l i gence . 

Amongst the le.dies , Pedro hr.d a very warm sp ot in his hea l"t 
fo r M.ademoisello Yv onne, a nd had a lways ent ert a in ed a secret hope 
t ha t one day would f i nd her i nstalled ns a permanent member of t he 
Baker s tr ee t househo l d . Even to a dog with half an eye , i t wes 
obvious that the olde r mas t er bad a very deep affection fo r the 
girl and t hat on he r part it was reciprocated , so why on earth 
didn ' t the guv ' no r pop t he nll impor tant question? The ol de r 
m,'lSter had t he ri gh t to make his ovm decisions, of course , but 
th e re were times when he - Pedr o - really d es paire d of him ! 

Yes , those wer e th e days, every hou r of which was a happy one 
for t he ol d f el l ow - but what of todr.y? No longer does he ee e the 
f r iendly f aces as of yore; the r e comes to him no caress of welc ome 
f r om any of hie old admirers; the affectionate slap on tbe f l ank , 
the gentle pull on his long ear s b;r the whit e fem i ni ne hand of the 
beautiful girl for , :hose life t he old fello w would have l aid down 
his o,m , a r c j us t memori es . Today , hi e masters see l ittle of 
t hei r Brue.er Street residen c e , a.n1 Ped r o, ye t l'.notbe r victim of t he 
c hangi ng times, becomes one mor e hos - been, so th a t we visua l ise 
him ei tbe r chained up in bis kenne l et t he ro a r of the house or 
wander i ng disconsol.ite l y o.bout the kitchen quarters with Mrs . Bardel l 
a.a his sole coopanion . 

If po:rmi tted a gla nce through Serl on Blake's case --0ook fo r 
the year 1921, one would eventual l y come e cr oss details of a case 
in which Pedro playod a not u n ir.iportant ;,a rt. The title - ":rbe 
End of the Tr ai l 11 

- is not wi t hout significance, fo r it could well 
be Pedr o I s epita ph. 

*****• 
SEJ<crON BI.AKE QUIZ 

1. liame Mrs . Bardell ' s pre decesso r. 
2 . Uame Ti nk er' s th r ee pre decessors i n the i r r espe ct i ve orde r . 
3 . \ib i c h assistan t did Chr i stophe r Stevens wri te a.bout? 
4 . \/ha t was t be name of an extra assistant of Blak e ' s? 
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5. Give the name of a relation of Blake and also one of Martha 
Bardell , 

6. Vlho was t he 'ghost 1fTit er 1 for Michael Sto:rm? 
7 . Who was 'Tl:.e Snake ' ? 
8. tlho was 'Pr ofes s or Andrew Butterfield ' ? 
9. Who was t he 'Black Duchess of Jorsica 1 ? 
10 . What was th e Christian name of George ?i.ar sde n PlumI!'.ler' s 

brother? 
11. \Yb.a was known as ' Princess Pretence ' ? 
12. Who was the 'Chief of the Etbaia Trib e ' ? 
13, I n which ye a r did Det. Insp. Coutts make bis debu t ? 
14. flho was 'Lord of the Ape Men' ? 
15. Who were 1 '.Villy' and I Wal ly' ? 
16, "Ibo was 'The Girl of Destiny ' ? 
17 . Name six members of the Kestrel Syndicat e . 
18 . Na.me the t \/o men intimately associated ~1i th I R. S. V. P1 .. 

19 . Give the titles of s . B. Library No.l 1st , 2nd o.nd 3rd series . 
20. In which year did the first Yvonne story appoor? 
2l •. Name the tit l e of the s.B. Library (by Teed) l ater r eprinted 

in th e U. Jack and S. Blake J.r.nual und e r a different tit l e. 
22 . \Tho wa s the first Pre sident of the Crimin als Confederation . 
23 . I n which S. B.L . story did Blake and Ti nke r quarre l o.nd par t, 

and who was the author? 
24. !lame all the chief characters (apart from Blake and Tinker) 

in U.Jaek No.1000 1The Thousandth Chance ' . 
25. \Ibo cre a ted the following: Eldred Kurtin; John l!arsh ; 

Krock Kelk; Olga NasmythJ Tinker and Pedro? 
26. Which current series S.B .L. author has the same surname as a. 

Col lector 1 s Digest subscriber? 
27 . What was Lobangu ' a favourite drink? 
28 . Who ?las 'The Gang Girl • ? 
29 . At which school wes Sexton Bl ake a Form waster o.n:i Tinker the 

Headmaster 1 s Secretary? 
30, ,In which year did the Sexton . lllake )l\lst } '.11:P.8..a l:L .. -,· 

!VA!lTEDs Chums Annual for year 1912 on sale or exchange basis . 
Reply to . R. STOREY, 4 . B~()J! srRE:Er_, _ S![[ELllFIEI,J:>, )lEVi9Jl,gr.l,l; Olf T'H!l> .2 • 

WANi'ED: SEXTON BUJCE LIBRARY (1st &: 2nd Series on ly) . Please sen d 
me detai l s of any you have fo r disposal (Price , Series and Se ri a.l 
NU!llber) JOSEPHINE P,i.C!Oi.\JI, 27 J.RCl!.ilAi.E RO.o\D, EAsr DULr:ICil , 
LONDON, S.E . 22. ----- ·------- ---- ---- ------ -----
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HAMIL TONIANA 
Compil ed by HEP.BEFIJ' LECICEilBY 

Here is a quotation f rom Ronald Wilkinson ' s T.V. Column in t he 
"Yorkshire Evening Post", June 9th . 

11Let u s have men abou t us who are f at .. .. .. and 
so on. 110 are , indeed , having a spate of corpulence . 

The gargantuan Fred .El:nney floun dered bis ami eble 
way into bis own progromme (Emney Enterprises) , t his 
week , Gerald CWllpion , aided by padding and epec ially-
fi tted , t ight s u it i ng scutters int o our homes as 80-yen.r 
old Frc.nk Richard. 1 s ageless sch ool boy, :Billy Bunter, on 
July l , 

So f nr on l y one episode has been n.rr anged , under 
the tit l e "Bunter ·,lontt Go, " but I am told others will 
follov. ·. 

Wh,1.t are your reactions to the "Owl, of the Remove" ? 
r.tine are wholly in favou r of him . I woul d love to hear 
i n nostalgic ecstasy the 11yarroohs , 11 "ows ," end "l eggo-
you- bee..sts" of y<.Junger dnys. So, I should have thou ght , 
would many oth ers . But the B,B,C , s~ys Bunte r bas no 
adult appeal, and showings are l imited t o r?.fternoons. 11 

The B.B.c. •s s tatem ent woul d a ppear to be in f l a.t contra-
diction to wbnt wr.s expe ri enced when Bunter f i rst nppe P.red on T . v. 
Then i t wa s sa.id there were so mr..ny deme.nds from ~.dul ts tha t re
po~t vi ewin gs i n the even i ngs simp l y hnd t o be nrrangcd • 

... If-*** 
And he r e ' s whnt Pet e r BlG.Ck had to say in the "Da ily Mt-.. .il 11 , 

Ju ly 15th , 

"J oy li.."'.r ington , produce r of t he original TV series 
of Bill y Bunter eketch es , announce s the r e turn of this 
44- y enr - ol d immortal to Children's TV on July 1 and 4 in 
a piece ce l led 11:3unt er Won • t Co. 11 

Grea tly to my ch egrin , evenin g viewers are to be 
deniod this pro gramme. Miss Harington explains t ha t 
though t ho f i rst series went dovm ext r emely well wi t h 
what I may respectfully call adul t viewers , it was fe lt 
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t he.t the temptation to burlesque tho stories was too strong . 

I don ' t agree with this a lt ogether, chiefly bec,wse 
Charles Hamil t on , the jaunty octogenarian who writes the 
Dunter stories, would be d0,1n on any bu r lesque like sev 
er ~l tons of bricks. 

'l'o be fair t o a ll parties, I muet add that when I 
sa w th e l a.st Bunt er ske tc h I was disappointed. I can 
c l nim t o be a. fr...irly constant reader, for I turn bnck to 
the Greyfriars Holi day Annue~ls every time I have 'f lu. 
My wife baa kep t nearly all of them, and th eir pages , 
stiff e.nd white after 30 yet\ r s, unsulli ed by any attempts 
to decorate char act ers 1.vi. th beards and spe ct ac l es, testify 
eloquently to her nee.t and gentle childhood. 

The appeal is, howeve r, more nostt!..lig c than lit e r a.ry, 
and on 'l'V even the nost algic is faint. Che.rl es Hamilton ' s 
achievemen t was to paint n portrait of schoo l life grotes 
quely exaggerated e.nd unreal uh ich yet struck a deep res 
pons iv e chord in its young re aders . 

Upon the ee.rs of older folk th i s note now fnlle but 
faintly . But t he response of youn g viewers, s3ys Miss 
Harington, shows th at Haoilton's touch i s s till su re." 

****"**• 
LJ\TER: Joy Hari ngton, writing about the new te l evisio n play in 
the 'Radio Times', June 25th, said thct af t e r tv10 se ri es it hnd been 
th ought by the B, B, C. thet Bunter had he.d his day , but all this 
ye e.r lett ers had continued to pour in ask ing 11~·/here is Bunter?" 
11Ple a.se cnn we see Bil ly Bunter agai n? 11 and so on. So beck name 
the Owl on Ju l y 1st. 

It v;ould seem that th e pr ese nt younger genere.tion is as keen 
on Bunter as were previou s ones . 

Joy Haringt on also says "~~ben the Grey fri a r s stories were 
suggested for T . V., dozens and dozens of letters poured in desc rib 
ing in minute detail th e shape of Greyfrinrs School, the size of 
the wi ndows , the length of l!r. Q.uelch'e nose, th e m.dth of the 
stripes on the caps, the size of Bob Cherry's feet, the shape of 
the fo:rm-roo c , tho nw:iber of pl aying fi elds. "Don 1t you re.:i.li se 
there ar e five hundred boys and thirty a cres of pl aying fi elds a t 
Greyfri a rs? 11 wrot e one i:J.ng !'l" man afte r our first modest production 
from a very small stud io. BeP.utiful dr aivings, old copies of the 
Magnet, mllps of the district _poured 1n, and I welcon: ed t hee with __ 



--- -- --1 (186) . - - ----- ---
de li ght 11. 

~Yell, t bA.t might be s lightly exagge r a ted , neve rt he less , I 
hav e e.n iden J oy will b e get tin g sor.ie mo r e lette r s for s he m-.do 
t wo mistakes in her articl e . Sbo said Bi l ly Bunt er made his 
first a pp enrnnce in 12.!Q in th e Magnet and st ".t ed sbo he.d wr itten 
to Fra:UC Ri ch a rds at his home at Kin,gs ton-on-Sea . 

St il l it ' s easy t o make mistakes ::'..bout Greyfrin r s and its 
n.ssoc i atio ns . In M a rt i cl e I wrote yea rs ago I sa i d Bunte r was 
d o~d . llut I wa s in good c ompany fo r Fr nnk Ri chards th ough t so 
hi mself at the tim e • 

. :el l by t he t im e you r ead t his some of you will have 1 lo oked 
in ' on th e new sto ry. Drop mo a lin e and te ll me wh:it you thou ght 
to it. 

* * * * * 
Now t o tost the memories of St . Ji ms fa.n a. Can any of you 

s ay in which number of t b'J Gem Tom Mer ry sang 11Two Eyes of Orey 11? 
It was prob abl y round about 1915 . P. J . La.ffoy , 32 Gals·Northy 
Avenue, Liv erp ool , 21, will be gr ateful f or the inf or mati on . 

* * • * * 
'.?ith out a doub t, a ll Hamil t oni an s will enjoy thi s e xt ract 

fro m a le t te r I r oce iv od from Dr . Rob ert r;ilson r ec ent ly. TC.e 
happy interlude t ook place " t Pitl och ry whil st ho was on holi day . 

11Hor e 1 a so mething inter est ing. Tho nigh t bef or e ey 
:return hoce , I we.s seated i n t he hote l l ou nge . Two littl e 
gi r l s cer. e in am ed \':it h 11cocics 11 and set down nen r cie to 
become en grosod in the adven tur es of Keyhole Kate etc . I 
ma.de some c a sua l r emark to the ma and pa about t he cl:.il dron ' e 
books of tod ay r.nd at once r ocoi ved t he r epl y fro.:! the 
f a ther : - "lfot hi ng to coo pare with Harry ilharton & Co. " 
"Nonse nse , 11 int errupted his wif e, "you o ean Tom Merry & 
Co." Th ereupon ensued 1.1 fri endly wr ang l e about t he r os -
pect iv e meri ts of t he l.fognet & Gem. \-:ba t as t oun de d mo 
was th o de tail ed desc ri pt ions give n of some of the s tori es . 
Th e wife was a ll f or Ta lbot and admitted to th o shedding 
of a furtive t ea r while re ad ing th e s erie s in which jral bot 
nms off t o Lond on and is f ound by Merry in a s tarving 
oondi ti on. The husband , however, ha d no ti me fo r sen tim ent 
end sang the praises of Coke r, th e unwitting hur.lori s t. Onl y 
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the fact that I ha.d t o be up ear ly nert morning for my 
ret urn home, kept us from an al l-ni ght ei ttillg . One more 
proof of thG wido-apre ad influence of Frank Richards . 11 

• * * * * 
The "Caro.van" (9 d.) for June c arried a most entert aining and 

appropri a te arti cl e by J im lie.lsh of Li vorpoo l . Ho re called the 
golden days when the chums of Greyfriars nnd St . Ji ms t oured the 
English countryside . It had an illustr ation from t he "Gem". 

DO YOU REMELIBER? BY ROGER M. JENKDIS 

lfo. 1 - Gorn No.1 220 - "Bat tling Grundy" 

George Alfred Grundy was not, pe rhaps, a f avourite chs.racte r 
vtith Gom readers. Stories about him bed perf orce to be as blunt 
and as l a cking in finesse as be ,ias hi mself. Yet Gem No, 1220 
was probably th e b es t of all s tories centring a round hie,, being 
written in Charl es ilamilton' s vint age dryly e.musing style . 

Gxundy was in trouble wit h his fonn-rnr..ster fo r con t inually 
fi ghting, ruid t he unfortun ate manne r in which Grundy sank int o 
deep e r disfavour t hrough a combination of obs tin a cy and bad luck 
made a very readab le tale in the hwnorous vein. 

1:ben Charles Hamil ton wrote th e story, he referred to Grundy's 
form-master e.s Mr. Linton, of course, not be.ing awar e that a sub
st i tute wri t er had r emov ed that ge ntleman from the St. Jim's scene 
an d re ph ced him with a Mr. Pilb eAm. According ly , the editor had 
to sub stitute llr . Pilbsam• s name for Mr. Li nton • s thro ughout, but 
it is pleasin g t o note that, when the tal e was reprinted in No. 383 
of the Schoolboys ' Own Library, Ur. Linton came into bis own once 
again as Master of the Shell. 

Gem No. 1220 ell.Ille at th e end of a period during 1<hich the su b-
stitute writers played havo c with t he paper. "Battling Grundy" 
i s one of the e l even stori es writt en for th e Gem by Charles li!miltai 
b etween Janu a ry 1928 and July 1931 when it appea r ed . It was also 
t he last of the I ancien regime• , ns it wer e , for with No. 122 1 be-
gan the eight years of reprints of ea rl y stories. Looked at 23 
years later, Ho. 1220 therefore assumes a position of some import -
ance in the hi s tory of t he Gem. Much as one like s the early fJtar1.oo 
which ,:-ere then r e pr inted , it is also J2:0ss1ble to wonde r \7hat t he 
paper ,vould he.ve been like if Charles Hamilton had been prevail e d 
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upon to writ e a ser i es of new s t ori es for tbe 
t hose in the llagnets of the ea r ly I thirt ies . 
and its 10 ear l i e r companions are al l we hnve 
tho sto ri es that might hav e been . 

-0 0000 ---

Gem comparabl e t o 
"Batt li ng Grundy" 

t o conso l e us f or 

THE ENV1ROilMElll'S BY J . K. MORGAN 

Much has be en written about t he Hamilt on chara cters and many 
controversi a l c l aims have been made about th e ir re s pect i ve me rits 
but I wondE:r if en ough cons i der at i on has bee n give n to t hat whic h 
ver y often plays such an importan t part in t he develo pc,ent of the 
plots and crenting the appropri nte atmos phere of the stories , 
namely , the surrou ndi ng countrys i de end t he de s cr iptiv e sce nes 
associa te d with it. 

Now, in many respe c t s t he environments of Grey-friars, St.Jims 
and Rookwood have a basic simi l ar i ty, i.e. fioods , Riv er , Island , 
Inn, Rail way Sta tion and Rival Schoo l, eto . All t hese ar e ski l
fully blended into th e sto rie s to give th e approp riat e backgroun d 
and all have f igur ed prominently f r om ti r.:e to ti me eithe r in s ing l e 
stories or series . 

The river af fo rds us some ple asan t scen es with its boat r ace s 
and picnics and i f the picnic happens to be on Popper ' s I sland, 
then the se r eni ty is li kely to be sha tt e r ed by th e arr i val of the 
i r ate Sir Bilton Poppe r. Thi s i ol and onc e se rved as a st r onghol d 
in a Remove rebe llion. 

The \/ocds , uhert: so mBlly ~apes are plan nod and ca rr ied out, 
al so provi des sui to.ble cov er t o tha t 11snapp e r U! of unconsidered 
tr ifles" , l"rho, armed wi tb hi s cudge l, li os i n wait for the unsus-
pec ting junior . Vi rtue us ually t ri umphs , howeve r, and t his 
gentleman fi nally drags himse lf ,ie arily out of t he ditch or duck 
pond in a very bedraggled st ate. 

The Gre en Man, Tho Thr ee Fishe rs and The Bird - in - Band have 
ea ch done yeoman service but out of boun ds and disre putable as 
t hey ar e, we would not be without them. 

The loca l rail way stations ho.ve witnessed many humourous 
eJCciting and rumbus tious scenes, especially on br eakin g-up a f ir st 
day of t erm dnys . At Court fie l d, B. ?!ha rto n & Co. ably assiste d 
by Billy Bunt er s i t upon Cok er ; at ,layl and , Gussy ' s topper quick l y 
a.ssuoes the sha pe of a concert i na whi l e at Coombe, the Cl assica l s 
and Mode rns may bo seen strevm all ove r t he pla t f onn . The 
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vi llr.ges add a quaint nes s and charm to the s tories and an air of 
mystery abounds in the Ruin s , Ccst l e and Priory . 

There ie one fe atu re of Greyfr i ars , however, which is diff e r-
ent1 its proximity to th e coast . Many thrilling incid ent s have 
occurr ed here . 

Aft er "lights out 11 the pleasan t munnur of the s ee may be heard 
as it floods t owards the Shoulder, Black Pik e and tho Caves, but 
sho ul d it bo s t onny , the n the ga l e sweeps through th e clos e and old 
elms and rntt l es th e dormit ory windows. The waves cen be bea rd 
poundi ng and cr as hing on t o th e beach 3nd das h in g madl y agn i nst th e 
c liff s . Perh aps - Boom! a distress s i gna l mP..y be heard faintly 
above the storm as a ship drif t s helpless l y tow ard s the rocks. 
Old Dave T1'llllper and hi s fellow fi sh ennen fro m Pegg turn out to 
r ende r ass i stance and we can be su r e th nt t ho Famous Fiv e and other 
members of th e Remove ar o cl ose at hand . 

Yee, I th ink , no mat t er how good the ch aracterization , the 
b ackgr ound pla ys no mean part i n he l ping to pr odu c e th e finished 
article . 

So l et us during our reOOing , pause for a moment to appreciate 
t he background in whi ch the story is se t and in spite of George 
Ol"\"1ell, if by "projecting " ourselves we can picnic wi t h H. Wharton 
&. Co, on Popper • s I s land or jape rri th Tol!l Me rry & Co. in Rylcombe 
Woods , th en our r eadi ng has not been i n vain . 

4 4 * 4 * 
MAGI/El' TITLES (Cont'd): 1295 Saved by a Scapegrace; 1296 The 
Runa1vay Rebe l ; 1297 The Boy f r om the Unde rwo rld; 1298 Th e Kid 
napped Scho olb oy; 1299 Dick the Penman; 1300 The Boy with a 
Guilty 3ecr et; 1301 His Past Against Him; 1302 Coker the Detective ; 
1303 llunter the Foo tb aller; 1304 The !.led Music i a ns of Greyfriars; 
1305 Bl ac k Magi c; 1306 Bill y Bunter ' s Bargains ; 1307 The Hunted 
Sc hool bo:,; 13o8 Wibley' s \Vond erfu l Wheeze; 1309 Popp e r • s Un
popula r Pr ize; 1310 Th e Schoo l boy Impe reonator . 

* * * * * 
I Offer 5/- Each for any of the follo;1ing Det e ctiv e Lib ra ry numbere 
in good conditi on. 10/ - for No. 1, I, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10 , 11 , 12, 
13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21, 24 , 29, 31, 33, 35. LEO!IARJJ PACK!.!AN, 27 
ABC.IIDALE R9AD,. EA~ D\JPI I CI\, . LO!IDO!<, . S.Jil •. 22., .. 
"S!J\Nl'ED I IDiEDL\!rELY - Magnets 1126, 1127, 1128 , 1177 , 1179, 1180, 
1181, 1184, ll 85, 122jl, 1232, _1234, 1235. 1236, Best pri ces Mid . 
Pl e e.se wrne• H. BLOOJ.I, 22 CwVA RvAD, FORE:;;).' yATE, L[lNDON, ~ 
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The foll owing BOUND VOLUJ.!ES ar e nvailo.b l e :- MAG!IEl' 1299-1 323 , 
1351- 13?6; 1429~1454 , 1481- 1506, 1533-1 558. om 1458-.1482 , 
1483-1507 , 15o8-1531 , 1532- 1556 , 1560- 1584 , 158 5- 1611 , 1612-16 36 , 
163? -1 663 . JIELSOJI LEE (Second 1/ew Series) 53-9 2. 
BOYS JOURl!AL (1912 } 1- 52. PALS (Shurey) 1- 31. BOYS OF OUR E!.!PIRE 
\Melrose } 1-5 3. ALPI NE HALF-HOLIDAY 1- 52. YOU!!G ENGLISH! ~..,'.,l. 
J OURllAL 1- 29 . YOUNG FOLKS BUDGE!' 296-3 25 . BRT1'I3li BOYS 1-9 9 
BOYSGP.APHIC 1-26. BOYS ';;QRLD 1-4 9. BOYS OF' 'i''c.3 J;;.J' IRE (Bre tt) 
6?- 169. BOYS OF El:CLA!ID (Re- Issue) 1-~ !S~ , CHEER 
(1912) 28-52 . BOYS J <AfRNAL (1863) . BOYS OF El!GL • .JiD l,OVEL;JJ'TES 
G.\RLAJI!) 1- 26 , 11S: 143 . NUGGErS 218-2 95, 315-4 01. SNAPSHms 
351-38? , 440-463 , 521- 546, 599--<i4?. F,\Ji,OUS CRiilES 1- ?l. BOYS 
IIERALD 306-36 1 ( 1909) Cont ains Sext on Bl ake , llelso n Lee , Charles 
iiain'ut on (Cli veden) and J cick llorth Storie s . Also availab l e: 
S.O . L' S ;.11 T:rpes. HOLIDAY :.lll:U,"1.S 1925, 193 1- 1933, 193 6-1;139. 
HOrSPURS, · .. I z.'ulDS, SKIPPERS, ADVEilTURES, IJODER/1 BOYS 1930 's ?/6 
dozen . Further details gladly supplied ( S. A. E. Please ) 
Satisfaction or Full Refund . Exchan ge sugg es t ions welcomed . 
Offe rs of Books for Sale al ways app rec iated . (?Jost types of Pre-

· 1940 l.agc zines Required) . T. Liils:li:Ju' , 34_1 GER!'RUDE .. ~?'.".1.'•. N.?.~::r.:1?8..· 
','.'.\..'1l'ED: Gems 1251 t o 1330 and 1450 , 1454, 1459 , 1462/ 1465, 1468 , 
1414, 1493 , 1504, 15c5 , 1516, 1606. Magneto 1404, 1452, 1454 . 
Good c opies for bin di ng. Please send sin gl e copi es or quanti t y 
quot i ng price . A. O. D,tVE S, 12 .'.L>'RISPON ROiJl , LI V.,R?OOL, 12 . 

Your opportunit y for profit able exchan ge! Any of f oll o\ving at 
~ valuation fo r those below. S. 0.L ' s 25 & 29 (filnt ) Uagne t 
and Gems Xrnes Nos . 192 1; i;.ogncts 156, 1011- 1026 (South Sea s , 
Complete ) ; 1012 -1 5; 1093- 94-95; 1121; 11? 6-86 (China ) 1210; 
12?2; 1214; 1228-1236 (Africa Complet e) 1332 ; 1342 ; 1349; 1309 ; 
1310-73; 1389 a.~d onwarde . ~· Mint or near for binding : 
S. O.L' s - 5 - 292 - 304 - 301. Magnet s 642; 704 - 05 - 08 - 09; 
116; 864- 5; 1120 . GEMS 596-9? ; 600 - 01 - 04 - 05; 1120; 1410; 
1538. J . i:ALSH, 345 STAflLEY ROii.D, ICIRKDALE_, LIVERPOOL, 2C>, ... 

'/Jn'ED ii.L~,AYS: !d. Uni ,n Jacks , hla.rvel s, Plucks, Boys Realms, etc . 
Old Serie s Nelson Lees , Story Paper Col le ctors, Vol.l; Col lect ors ' 
Miscellany , Vanity Fai r , prior t o Octo ber 1945. Pr ess Cut tings , 
Let te r s, M. S.S. and phot ographs of au t hors , che ck li e t s and corres 
pondenc e always welcome . F. VERJION LAY, 16? WKrFORD ROAD, HARROW, 
MIDDLESSEX. 
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OLD BOYS' B®K CLUB 
l!EEl'ING Kl' HUidE liOUSE1 SUNDH 1 JUNE 20l'H: Al though few in numbers, 
it was a ha ppy band that congregated at the above address. 

After the u sual opening r emarks by Len and previous meet ing's 
minute s bad been r ead and si gned , the correspo ndenco was delivered 
and comment ed on . Among t he l atte r " "" a fine lotter from Bill 
Jardin e off e rin g his resid once as a ve nu e for the Septembe r meo ting; 
need l ess to say t his was received by nll pr esent with much jubi-
lation. Treasurer ' s report was adopted, likew'i.so the two lib-
r arians, :Bob Blythe and Roge r J enkins . Tea and refreshme nt s 
follo wed, members tnl<i ng advantcge vihilst so imbibin g to pay their 
subs. 

Arthu r Lawson then gt!.ve t ·.;io of hi s cclebrn. t ed readings , 
namely, 0The Boys • Comic Journal " and "Jack Harkaway ", these 
were received with much ncclnim "..nd bef ore l1rth ur l ef t be ha.d 
pr omis ed in t he nea r f uture to give f!.nother pa.per on "Buff a.lo Bill" . 

Eileen \/biter then set a. new idea in Q).lizzes , i. e. "A walk 
round Greyfriars 11

; Roger Jenk in s a good ,n..nn er was f olla11e d by 
yours truly with Len in 3rd plA.ce. 

Anothe r quiz of tl7onty - cne questions , including Gr eyf ri ars , 
St, Jims, St . Franks and Sexton Blnl<c pu zzl ers was won by Reub en 
Godsa ve , with Len just benting Josie for s~ cond pl ace • 

...\. humouroua incident from tho Crum s e ri e s, wher e Bunter is 
t os t ed by Mr. Quelch a s to whethe r or not he is d rop pin g his 
aitches was rerul with gusto by Roger. Not to be b ea t en Bob Blythe 
read a rib ti ck l er from Nolson Lee No. 20 first n ew s e ries entit led 
"Hand1'orths Btld Ba r g,.in! " Judgin g by t he laught er , both r e sdings 
finished "honours even ". 

The meeti ng wound up by an i nt ereeting di s cu s s i on on the ege 
ol d topic Greyfriars versus St . Franks ! Nuff Sn.id! 

Next me etin g - Cherry Plnce, 706 Lord shi p L:mc , Wood Green , 
N. 22, a t 4 p . m. ohElr p. ROBER!' H. i., UTER 

4\c ting Socretnry. 

* * * * * 
NOP.l'!GR.'i SECTION I UEETING JUNE 12th: On th o morning of th o meet -
i ng I ha d P. pl ea s an t SU!'J)riae - a call from Phil ,, ar ren who had 
ridden f rom Manchester to York on his moto r bike . On learni ng I 
was goi ng to Leeds 1 he agreed to go too . I caught an expr e ss 
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trai n and he proceeded on his bike . Not b eing the Cok er typo , 
he wes awai ting me on my a r rival. 

On reaching the meeting place we found our usual room occupied 
by someone who had a prior right and we \'le re acconu::iodc.ted in the 
l ou nge up sta i rs . "we could have no complaint, fo r it w@.s a very 
cosy room. 

J. Breeze Bentley presided ov er an average P..ttendr.ncc . For 
once Secre t ary Norman Smith was abs en t , unavoi da.bl y de t ained through 
domest i c r easons . 

·1'ie were sor r y t o le a rn that one of our most populps members , 
Harry Stn b l es , wns in hospital a.gn i n . \·/e sincerely hope he will 
be r:i t h us next mont h. 

Gerry All i so n ns usual ha d some che e r fu l thin gs to BP~Y P.bout 
his nctivitios du r ing tho month. He must be ade pt nt wrapping 
parcels by now. 

Followed n couple of rrord build i ng games , compiled by some 
ing e ni ous members . 

Af t er r efres hments Gerry re nd so me deli ghtfully humor ous 
cha pt ers from .,.he J c.pa of the Tem", Gem lio. 1319, Ri pples of 
l aug ht er rang throu gh t he room. 

lfext 1:eeti ng, S:iturd :iy ; July 10t h. 

VISIT TO YORK 

E. LECKENllY, 
lforthern Section Cor respondent . 

- -- 00000 --

BY HERB'?~ LECKE!IBY 

The Yrentber \":as perfect ( a s it usu c lly is) u hen somo of the 
f '1.ithful jo urney ed t o York on Jun e 20th . The ~i verpool fellows 
wer e du o at 1.42 1 those from Leeds nt 2- 15; o.nd I rr:utt e red belo,, 
rny bro~th wh en th o indic a tor board sa id the Liv erpoo l trP.in ·ans 
runni ng 27 minutes lat e . However , I was greeting Frank Case and 
1form..m Pr agne l l at 2- 10 and v;e ar r i ved at the oth e r d es tination 
ju s t as Ger r y and JJrs . Al lison, Molli e Al lison, Norman Smi th and 
Bill Wi lliamson dismount ed from t he Leeds bus, so Brit i sh Rai l ,taya 
Y.1er e for gi ven . 

Short l y llfterwards we wer e viovling York from the battleoents 
of Cliffords Tower and also l ooking down tho "'..!e ll of 300 Uurde r ed 
Men 11

• Then fo ll o\Ved n trip down the Ouse . Came t en and afte r 
the "Affa i r of the Exchanged Rai ncoA.ts " h'ld been sntis f o.c tori l y 
cl e1.red up , we tourod t he streets of th e an cien t city , getti ng a 
glim ps e of a. Fes ti va l i t cm _in the pr ocess . 
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The Liv e rpoo l pn ir reluctan tl y dejXlrted a t 7 o ' clock and thos e 
t hat r emain ed mnde for the city r:o.lls. 11.n hour lat er I was stend -
in g a lon e . 

It was voted by al l anothor enjo yable event in our ann o.l s , 
the only r egro t it was a ll too short . 

""***"" 
MIDLAND SECTION ~i!:l'ING - JUJIE 21st 1 1954: Fortu nate l y th is un -
seasonn.blo r.iidsummer do cs not a ffect our ha.ppy hours with the old 
books and we enjoyed a varied and inter est ing ''Ma gnet" eve ning. 

Formal bus in ess i ncluded r ef er enc e to two very interesting 
an d ch~r:ning lett ers r ecei ved by ou r Chainnrui from our distinguished 
visitors r ecently, Mess r s . Do,-.-n and Chapman . 

Then our Cbainnan 1 s wif e g ave us a delightful readicg about 
"Harry rth a rton s amazing re lat i on ''• 

lie l ook forw a r d to hM r in g Mrs . Corbett continu e this ( ns 
usual) ski lf ul l y constructed and well writt en s t ory next month . 

We spent A. ple a sant ha l f hour essay ing A. ve ry nice Greyfriars 
QJ.iz con struct ed by Mr s . \"/inifred ]rown. Uuch t o hie o,•m surpr i se 
the pr esen t write r pro ved th e lucky winner; lu cky certain l y wa.s 
th e oper at i ve word . 

Refreshments , a gen era l di scuss ion, a raffle a nd aorne B\7opping 
s:md tradin g in "Magnets" c oncl uded yet another happy even ing. 

ED" ;JUJ DA VEY. 

*****"" 
MERSEYSIDE SECTI ON MEEl'ING - 13th JUNE, In vi ew of the c,ee.th e r, 
th e a tt endance v1as quite sat i s f a ctory th is e vening an d most of the 
"regul ars " were pres ent. The cha i nn an o pened pro c eed ings wi t h n 
general survey on club and sec tion a.ffnirs, n.nd ga ve a bri ef accoun t 
of his pl easant eve nin g o.t th o London Meetin g; he was mos t grn. ti 
f i ed with the hearty welcome fran our Sou th orn coll ea gues . 

The se cr etary then d oa.lt with th e financial stetement, etc. 
ru,d gave d etail s of the trip to York on Jun e 2oth; at lea s t three 
of our members •71.11 be mo.king th e journey and we an ticip a te having 
o nice day out with our Northern fri ends . 

Afte r r ef r eshmen t s , th e remai nde r of t he evening v:a.s spent in 
playing" game b ase d on "Lot t o", fAlllili a r in its hobby fom to the 
oth e r sect ions, ~nd we soo n grasped th e rul es . Two mecbers ti e d 
for th e winning plac e, and two slso for second place, from wbich 
mey be, gouge d the fa ct that competition was very k e en, M d the 
gamo we.s thoroughly enjoyed by a ll . 
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Mr . ~1ind sor a nd Mrs . Webs t e r a r e co -operc. ti ng on a quiz game 

pro gr n.mme for th e J uly oee ti ng ~d l,·e hope t her e v,i l l b e 2. go od 
att endan ce f or th e eve nt , 'Hhi c b pr omis e s to be n. hCP?Y on o. 

]\Je/son [ee 

* * * ~ 

C?o/umn 
* *· * * 

By JACK \IOOD 
NQgp,w , 328 Stoc k t on Lan o 

York. 

Ffu'.NK Cl,SE 

Ae I writ e t hi s month ' s goss \ p , I am g ai!'l i ng i nspir a ti on f rom 
a t v:o- f old so urc e . Or.e is th e exce l l ent work contri but ed by the 
nin e ent r an t s t o ou r compet i ti on , and t he s ec ond i s t hat I an::i -:1rit 
in g it at th o t op of Bea c hy Hec.d, whi ch so o.:my of u s would, wit h 
perh a ps not a littl e j ust if ic ati on, li ke t o i denti fy wi th Shi ngl e 
Read , t hat promont or y which pl aye d so le ac.in g a r ol e i n t ho St . 
Frank ' s s t ori es . Every br e ntb of t he st r ong br ee ze ,,;,hic h is 
bl owin g a r ou nd my ellrs stir s n nos t a l gi c memor y of tho .Br ooks i an 
ac eno . 

But befo r e we crui r cc n.9t urc some of th ose r.tcmor i os, I \':'tmt , 
fr om th o honrt of t ho St . Pr n.nk' s c ountry t o cr o11s Bel l ton \iood 
and to pnss over t h o Down s , pas t Hcl mford a."!.d t o come t o London 
t or.n vthc r o , ov or th e yon.r s , a lmos t as much ha ppened a s in th o thr oe 
squ ~re mil es or so of t he St. Fr ank ' s country prope r. 

So , f e l l o\f old boys of St . Fr e.nk I s and ol d gi rls of !Joor Vi ew, 
our f r i ends and vi si t ors, if you wi 11 ki ndl y ::iake your way t o the 
luxury c oac hes whi ch nwn.i t u s in the s tre et 'behi nd Kin g• s Cross 
St ation, we will mak e a s ho rt t our of Londo n befor e l ea vi ng by the 
coa ches f or Banni ns:t on , Be l l t on and St • . Fr nnks . Durin g ou r London 
to ur we sha ll s ee so me of the home s nssoc i ato d with t he d eveloping 

. ----···~ - -------- - ·- -- - - -
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story of Hol eon Lee. 

\Je shan ' t have time , for in stan ce , t o nip out t o Reggie Pitt ' s 
home at \/inde nn er e , 59 Duncan Square, t he home which y ou wil l re
member he saved f r om the machin at i ons of Simo n Raspe by playing 
profess i onal socce r f or Ban nin gto n Tov.n in t he gui se of a n Arab. 
Nor sha ll wo be a.ble t o visit the comfortable l itt l e home in 
Lei gh~ Court Road , St reat ham, which Tom Burto n' s father bou gh t 
for hi s retirem ent; Lcvi 1 s home in Fencburc b St r oe t ; Liss Muriel 
Hal l i day ' s in Crick l ewood ( you reca l l how th e l ads a.nd la.sees , 
Lord Dor ri more an~ a convenie nt Dorrimo r e Cas tl e legen d r es t ore d 
he r l ost romance ?) ; or even pn gc boy Tubbs 1 s borne i n Vlalth ams tow . 
But there are pl enty l eft ! 

rlit h t hn t profa.ce t hen , l et ' s go, travellin g smooth ly a long 
Euston Road before turn i ng ri ght into that road whic h ss1·1 the b e
ginning of it a ll - Gray ' s Inn Roo.d - ,·,b e r e we she ll observe a. 
r ev er ential silence f or a spe ll as we po.ss No .. 13la , t he home of 
Nelso n Lee hicself, not, of course, forgett i ng th e one e.nd only 
Nip per and th e plwnp , homely house k eepe r, Mrs. J on e s. Moro of 
the ffi l o.tar, however , in th e Annual , so we 1 ll pr ess on wi t h a brief 
thought for the house next door which l r.t er bocame the f ir s t De
tecti ve Academy and the nea rb y Turre t House Schoo l premises wh i c h 
were t o ful fil a gr en.ter , though t emporary , destiny a.s St . Frank ' s 
in London ! 

Turning again then , alon g High Holb o m we even t ua ll y run int o 
Oxfo rd Street , where wo pass t he s tudi os of the emine nt a rt con 
no i sseur , Ur . Osca r HOCJJ.Llerton, th at old fri e nd of t he Glenthorne ' s 
who came t o tho aid of t he junior s when th ey wantod to hel p I.Ir, 
Stockdale, t he College House master to r aise r.ioncy to provide th e 
cure f or his s i st e r. Her s pecia list, Dr. J E>.mos Martin, liv e d in 
Gossmore House 7 \;i grnor e Street whi ch we le 1we on our l ef t as we 
turn right agai n into Port l and Phco where, in th e l\djo ining Mount 
Stroo t, we find the London homo of one of th e princip.-~l St.Frc,nk 's 
den i ze ns, the ini r.litnb l e Archib ald ~-/ins to n Derek Glonth orne ~ 

Acrcss MP.r ylebone Roe.d, now, into the Regent • s Perk o.rea '7here 
m, t'111d th o housesof 'l'ommy ::'atson and th o St. Frank ' s Roa ciu s , 
Hor ac e St evens . 

iie swin g back sout h aga in, nCl\.1 , t o pas s i n qu i ck su cc ess io n 
t hr ough Bel gra vi a , Gro s venor Square , Pi ccadilly an d Kensington a re as 
where we disc ov er t hnt liir . Brooks has pl ant ed quite a f ew of the 
l ead in g li ght s . Her e 1·1e can ca ll up on Dorrie hi mse lf in Belgr ave 
Square, though ho is mor e liJc oly to b e a br oad o r at the f!ayf a rer s 1 

~~iorib~dsf!'mfl~in z~~~:=~o;nAe!~~;:nogr~qJ~;Ice s~~::ar~d 
Willi am Napo l eo n Bro wne in Cur zon Str ee t; Mr. J us tice Dorr in gto n in 

Be r ke loy Str ee t (ho ' a th o judg e r.rho son t enc~d Ji m tho Penmrui, you 
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know); Archie Glenthorne at bis elder brother ' s fl at in Jermyn 
St reet; all our ol d friends :>t the Venetia off Picc~dilly Circus , 
(o. Teed contribution to Lecania , of course~; Sir Gilbert Bl.rt-Hyde , 
Bart .. , at Kent ove r House , Grosvenor Square (Augustus Hart t s fe.tht:1r ); 
Lawronce, at 25 Mo.r ch Street , Kensington and Fullwo od , o.lso i n 
Kensington . 

As we bear back again south-westwards to le nvo London , we ca n 
drop in for a cup of te a with the charming Ei l een Dare i n h.or cosy 
littl o Chelsea flat . we won ' t stay l ong , thoug h , as Aunt Esther 
is out ;,.nd Capt • .Bil ly Maste r s , Ei l een •s finn ce, is giving us "dirty 
looks" t 1,0 cen take a hint I 

A.'1.d so as the shadows lengthen, we bee.rd th e busses again and 
set off for the St .. Ji'rank ' s count ry , leovin g London by way of Putney , 
Eshor, Ripl ey , Kin gs ton , Guildford ::md Harshen. Our next stop wi l l 
bo th e thriving t own of Helr.lford , some 20 mil es fro!:1 the school , 
but r 11 tell you what we know abou t Holnford in the nort article in 
t!ljs __ eori~s ,, 

srop PRESS,-
Pr i zewi nncrs i n our Nelson Lee competition are: -

1. Frank Unwin, Liverpool; 2. Ch.-.rl es Churchill, Ex:ot cr; 
) . Stanley Smith , Cr :civcn ii.nns, Salop . Th e ir prize rnonoy will be 
on t ho way shor tly. Congra t ul at i ons n.nd mnny thanks too, to those 
who did not win but sent in good ma terial, nevertheless. 

AVAI!J,BLE !.lognet s , 1932-4 0, fc; , onr li or , Gm,s 1934-40, Union J acka 
1924- 30, Cl:w,s 1930, Hondorsonsg Nugge ts 2 Volo contai nin g 3 Tim 
Pippin Storie's. Tit - Bi ts 5o 'int, Detective ~:eckli as, Boys Own 
Papers , Chottcrbox , Young Folk . Early Mint Vol s of ~~. 
Buffalo Bills , cor:iplote mint run boW'.ld, 17 Nos. al l issuod of Ja.c.k1 s 
Pn per, only set noted outs id o B. Museum. Young Bt"iteins, lfode rn 
dan ders , Ame rican Mass., 2nd Series and )rd Seri es , St.l.."ton Blake 
Libs , Adventu r es 1932 onwards , Rovers. All kinds of Books purchased, 
such as Magnets, Goms, Populars , S. O. Libs, otc . \uUlrED, the 
following Bloods , Boy Dot ec tive, Moonlight J ac k, Calandar of Horrors , 
Night Hawks of London and Cnlc r aft . S. A.E. Please. ROllALD ROUSE, 
3 sr. LE9NIJlD'._S TERRACE, GA_S;ljI _L_!,, Jl9Rl1J:flj ,_ !!QllF'9MC~ -·-···- ·- -·-·- ·- -·-· 
\IAl1.l'ED TO PURCIL\SE or would pay for Lonn• S O.L !lo 5. Al so 
D AtcY' s Cri cKot ii eek , Gee No. 124 (Reprint No. 1375) PHIL t.'ARREN, 
30 l!E' .. TOII ROAD, URMS!'ON, LANCS. 



Doar Edi t or , 

POST BAG 
ROGER IS Nor REPElll' Alf!' 

''Tho Firs ", Ea.st e rn Road , 
Havant, Hants . 14 , 6. 54. 

I nra in troubl e with the Lee fens again, a nd this tima, at 
l eas t, I aJ!l as innocent es the proverbi al dove ! I did not al l ege 
that He.ndf orth ,vas only a carbon copy of Coker - so Uonnan Pragnell 

e.nd Cyril Banks have sprung to the def ence of a fo rt r es s whic h 
\7as never bel eagu red . f:lb.nt I di d s ay r1as th at Handf ortb was base d 
on Coker. This is not deduction, sunnise , or even imaginati on -
it i s a fact which Edwy Sear l es Br ooks admi t ted the laet time he 
att ended a meeti ng of the London Club. 

In No . 14 of t he C. D. that auth or sta ted "I we.a a keen read er 
of the Geo and the ilagnet froo the fi r s t number of each of these 
pape r s". ilhen St . Frank' e was created, t he Amal gamated Press 
told him to put t his kn owledge t o good acco unt , and base his s ch oo l 
st oriee on th ose of St, Ji z:i' e and Greyfriars - another fact admitte d 
in a frank and good - nat ured vm.y at the same meet ing . 

This i s not the moment to attmipt a gene ral assessmen t of 
Brooks ' s abi lity .?.s a writer , which has already been well-defined 
by Nemo in No, 19 of t he C, D., .. nd s,F , J ones in No. 63, But n ow 
t hat the sub j ect of Brooks ' e much vaun t ed origi na lit y ha s bee n 
r aised, I feel I might as well hav e the game as well as t he name , 
so to s peak , end make .!. fe?: pcrsoanl observa tions on t he matte r. 

Frankly, E. S. Brooks did not hesitate at tim es to bo r row fro m 
othe r autho rs, Arch i e Gl onth orne e.nd Willi am Napo l eon Browne 
wer e str a i gh_t out of th e peges of P. G. :1odehouse, th e former be i ng 
cas t in the imnge of Bertie ,/ooster, th e l atter evoking memori e s 
of the re doubtnble Psmith. It mig ht be nn incident fro m a 
s t ory lik e t he 11lift 11 f ree Dicken s so c11:refully t raced in No. 78 
of th e C,D, Or i t mi ght be the gene r al plot of a sto ry, like the 
one Noman Pragnell s o unfor t unat e l y c ite s to i l lus t r ate Brooks 's 
ori gina l! t y - th e 1927 se ri es about the supp osed d eat h of Church who 
was rea l ly onl y in a trance. This pl ot was used by Charl e s 
Hamilton in 1910 in Gems 141- 2 when he descr ib ed the sup posed death 
of Lur.il ey- Luml ey who was real ly only in c. t rr.nce - n r emr.rka.bl e 
story which mde n considerable impr ess i on at the t ime . It is 
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unlikely that E. s. Brooks could hnve be en una.w:ire of 1 t, sinco ho 
v,Toto one or tw o St . Jim ' s stories himse lf in 1910 e . g. Gorn 146 . 
This is not the first time I have t rnced the pnrcntc.go of " St . 
Fr ank 's story bo.ck to nn earlie r MAgJ1et or Gee, but t hio was , nftor 
oll, on ly wh:,t hi s publish er o hnd t old hie, t o do . 

I om nfroid tn.'\t E. S. Brooks soootir.>es f orgo t t ho gc ldcn rule 
th nt nn nu thor sh ould seek hi s inspir nticn fr oc, life ".!le! net frol!l 
ot hor authoro . Not .:i.11 the St..UiU?!cr coopetit.io!ts in tL. .. liol son Le e 
co l umn will induce ce to beli eve th nt th e St . Jo'ru,Jc• s sto ries no 
bettor thon those of Greyfriars, St . Ji l!l' s and Rcolcrtood. But 
good luck t o thos e who can - o.nd do t 

Denr Mr. Lock enby , 

Yours foittfully , 
ROGEP JBh1<lllS. 

!.!ORE /..BOur G\{Y)l EVJJIS 

37 Holders Hill Dr iv e , Hendon, 
:.ondon, N • .1. 4 . Juno 5th , 1954 . 

I woe much int .i~os tcd in th e article on Gwyn Evcns in your 
current issue but I notil th at your c ontribut or !Ila.do ono small orror 
o.nd OC1ittod one it o'l'. of inf ormction t 

Be sta t es th nt G,,yn Evnns "d ocid od in 1924 t o r oturn (froo 
Egypt) t o England , a t lilhich til:l o ha s t crtcd to v,rito sto ri es e.bout 
Sext on Blnlce ", etc . Actu ally , Evens wes doin g that at lee.s t a 
year ec.rlior nnd nlso c ontri buti ng rcgul or to r.y paper Pluck, in 
1Vhich ,:·c in t r oduc ed his ch~r e.ct er • Splash ' Pago . Tho first story 
~!"" publi shed in t ho issue d:>tod April 14 , 7923 , a nd lil4 S cnllod 
Tho Sonanti on Hwit or 11

• Anoth er appeo.r ed 1.n t ho same pape:r, dated 
llt,y 5 , 1923 , und er th e titl e of "Th o PhMto:i Qnnibus" and rlth it 
wo repr oduced a portr nit of tho aut hor . 

Th e ot he r point conc ern s Gwyn EvMs • period of service on the 
stnff of my dep.~rtmont a t t ho A. P. Ho W"'.S ongnged as n sub-o di t or 
on The Champion, eitho r in 1923 or 1924 (not l nt or) but his un
pw.c tuality a nd hi s dis lik e of oven tho most fl ex ible dioc ip l ine 
cc.>pe llod us regretfully to t erm in a t e hi s etip l oyment aft er a very 
s'>ort peri od. Bo t hen went bnck t o froo-lancing and contain ed t o 
write for my pP.pcrs ne woll es for ot hors in t ho Fleot wt,3 House . 
He turned out stuff like n fACt ory , no'lrly all of it su porlati vo l y 



clever , but he lot t ho editor s down so badly thnt only bis immense 
popul ari ty with the readers onab l od him to carry on and ( lit era lly) 
laugh a t a ll odi to ri al warni ngs . 

Every body liked him, eve n though nobody da r ed trust hi e . He 
h"d ~ most ch,irni ng pcrsone.li ty; but I •m <if r ai d t ba t hi s beat 
fri ends could not deny t h!\t ho """ fund amentr. ll y unst >.ble and 
irrospono ibl c. Nevcrtholcse , his dea t h was a tr agic lo ss . 

I met his father who , if I r emember rightly, came spec i ally 
fr oo 1"iales on one occasion to see me and mnke inquiries about Gwyn, 

who had just then sprung one of his not i nfrequ ent 11disappea r-
311ces11. 

Kind personal r egnrds , 
Si ncere l y , 

F. ADDrn arON SY!.!ONDS. 

* ... * * * 
ON THAT MAT-rER OF THE I GRIM REAPER' 

Dear Herb ert Leckenby, 

24 English Str ee t, Longtown, 
Cumberl and . l 4t b Jun e, 1954. 

J . R. hlurt agb has put someth i ng in to words whi c h I have often 
thought a.bout. My own collection might be worth £50 , but so f a r 
I have don e nothing about i t s fu t ure, and I know that in this I 
am just drift ing . A fine th i ng it would bo , wou l dn't it , if we 
ol d boys evontue. ll y find oursel v es look i ng down from heaven, or 
up from hell , and seeing our trep ,sured possess ion s neglected , 
scatte r ed and l ost f or ever . l'?bat about a commit tee of C.D. 
r ead.or s , with yourself as cha.inna.n, to fu lly conside r the problem 
with a vier : to finding a satisfactory so luti on? 

• ith-good wisheo , 
Yours s i nce r e l y, 

ROBERI' FARISE. 

Well, <;hat do others think ? H. L. 
-- ooOoo-----

SPECIALLY WANl'ED for sent i menta l r easons ,_ s . B. L. No. 243 ( 2nd 
series ) 'T he Uurde r of Const able Ca.rtwri ght 11• Gcod price paid . 
V.E. COLBY, 8 RERESFORD AVEJIUE, BEVBJLEYRILLS, N.S.W. 

AUsrRALIA• .~------- ----



THE IIYSl'EBY OF "SCHOOL AND SPORI'" SOLVED llY HER.BERi' LECKE!illY. 

Until quite recently the exact lengt h of run of "School & 
Sport 11 , that foolhardy venture of H.A. Hinton, one time edi t or 
of the "Gem" and 11J.Ia.gnet 11 was a.n unso lv ed mystery . 

In tbe "C. D. Annual 11 1947, i t was st ated that it ran for 
about twenty weeks , but i n an article on the paper by Tom Heppert.en 
which '1ppeared i n Nos. 61 and 62 of th e C,D., the opinion wae 
expressed that its lif e was only abou t half of th rit . In No. 64 
however, Tom hnd a letter in whi ch he said he hnd hnd a letter 
from Mr. J. R. Swan who hnd in his possess ion Nos. 25 and 27. 

Well thanks to llill Lofts , "ho in the past few months hns 
spent so mcuh of his t:um patie ntly searching th e files of t he 
British Museum, «e are nble to state f or certain that the paper 
fini she d with No. 28, Jun e 24th, 1922 . 

Thus it r an j ust over s i x months; the only surprising thing 
it that it lnsted '15 long as it did , ev en though for t he f ir st 
few 11eeks h e had the powerful help of Charles Hamil ton who contri 
buted tho main story and who as Tom Hoppert on reveal ed, never got 
paid a penny piece. And as Tom a l so stated in his a rticle, it 
wns evident th e r e was 11 ttl e cnpi t nl be hind the venture and it 
was soon in troubled waters . Anoth er suprising thi ng was why a 
men of H. A. Hi nto n' s expe rience could dream of publishing it in 
the umrleldy size h e did , a s ize which may hnve been popul nr in 
th e e.~rly days of t he ' lloys ' Friend ' had by 1922 'b'e'en l ong out of 
favour. 

1ly t he time the paper had struggled as far ns No. 24, he hnd 
evid ently r eal i sed his mi stoke f or in tb~t numbor it Vtf'.s nnnounced 
it would be of more handy size . Magnet size in fact, though of 
c ourse he did not mention th at pa.per by name. The cnn.nge co.nie 
too la t e , however, for as 13111 Lefts aeys , only four mn:ibers ap
penred in the now ai zo. 

Here a.re a couple of illuetr atione of the despert\t- e- e1'~t-e 
"Scho ol & Sport" got int o ; a bout ha lf wa.y th r ough there we.s a 
chnnge of printers - an ominou s sign . Th en week aft e r week the 
edi tor tried to persu.:!.do rend ers to E>.dvortise their wants n.t 2d. 
ne rd. Litt le revenue could have c ome in f r om this source , for 
it would appear that never more than o. coup le of such adve rts 
appeared in any one week! 

Anyway, this was the run of 11School & Sport", December 17th, 
1921 - Jun e 22nd, 1922 - 28 numbers. 

**************** 
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